57
TEM-type ESBLs are derivatives of TEM-1 or TEM-2 penicillinases, the first plasmid 58 mediated β-lactamases from Gram negative bacteria described in late 1960's (50). The bla TEM 59 genes are located on different Tn3-like derivatives depending on the ancestor gene from which 60 they have evolved: Tn3 (bla ), Tn2 (bla ) and Tn1 or Tn801 (bla TEM-2 ) (3, 45, 53, 61 Table 1 ). The heterogeneous prevalence and distribution of TEM-1 and TEM-2 variants might 62 be related to the distinct genetic platforms in which they were initially located. While bla TEM-1 63 was found in plasmids of many incompatibility groups, bla TEM-2 was only distributed among a 64 few plasmid types (IncFI, IncA/C, IncP) in a high diversity of Enterobacteriaceae and non-
65
Enterobacteriaceae species (27, 37, Table 1 ). The wide distribution of the genes encoding isolated during outbreak and non-outbreak situations (1, 6, 17, 18, 20, 31, 42 
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The multiresistance region is associated with defective Tn402 elements located within aadA2-cmlA1 or dfrA1-aadA1) (48). Nevertheless, they exhibited a common ∆tni 402 which was 216 identical to the prototype formerly described in plasmid pVS1. The genetic platforms described 217 here constitute one of the few complete In0-like integrons available in the GenBank sequence 218 database (GenBank accession numbers U49101, DQ125241 and CP001232).
219
The two In4-Tn402 types identified also differed in the 5′CS region (containing intI1 
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25
Tn3 at the nucleotide level; its transposase is 14 amino acids shorter at the N-terminus than the Tn3 protein and the repressor is identical. Although it was located in 570 the early antibiotic IncP1-α plasmid RP1 recovered in late 60's, its sequence was accomplished later on (3, 28, 44). ND= Not determined; NI= Not identified. 
